
The Button Girl
A 16-year-old girl in a numb, uniform button village creates
a lively doll that defies the community’s eerie traditions,
drawing fear and hostility that slowly consume her
individuality.
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What happens

when a smile

becomes
rebellion?

The 16-year-old Button Girl comes from a village where
everyone is numb, uniform, and identical. In this village, each
person must create a “Companion Doll” to symbolize the
beginning of a new stage in life.The girl makes an adorable doll
she is very proud of and happily plays with it in the garden. But
when a group of villagers passes by, she suddenly notices that all
their dolls have grotesque appearances—wide-eyed baby faces,
animal bodies, and strange, twisted feet. The dolls do not move at
all; the villagers simply drag them along.When the villagers
notice how different the girl’s doll is, they react with intense
hostility and accusation. Frightened, the girl hides in her house,
but villagers surround it on all sides, staring blankly through
every window. Under their emotionless gazes and relentless
judgment, she falls into confusion and despair. Ignoring her doll’s
struggles, she finally succumbs to the pressure and becomes just
like everyone else in the village.

Conformity – Fear – Erasure



Buttongirl 
is a sixteen-year-old girl who prefers fabric to people.
 She lives in Button Village, a place that values sameness above all.
 While everyone else makes identical “companion dolls,” she creates her
own— one with a face, a feeling, almost a heartbeat.
 When the villagers discovered her dolls, they reacted with fear and anger.
 She didn’t fight back. She just kept sewing, quietly believing that fabric
and thread were safer than human hearts.

Buttondoll 
is Buttongirl’s creation—and her only friend.

 Made from scraps of fabric and thread, it somehow came to life.
 It can smile, cry, and even feel pain.

 Born from loneliness, it understands emotion better than most humans.
 To Button Village, though, it’s more than a doll—it’s something that

shouldn’t exist.

ButtonGirl ButtonDoll 



Villagers of Button Village

The villagers of Button Village 
love order and fear difference.
 They all wear nearly identical clothes, with the same identical button faces, and make identical dolls.
 To them, uniformity means safety; individuality means danger.
 When Buttongirl’s creations appeared, 
they felt offended because it reminded of the personalities they’d long forgotten.
 So they forced buttongirl to destroye her dolls, hoping the silence that followed would make them feel safe again.



She sews joy into her doll — until the village sews fear into her.

https://24021857.myblog.arts.ac.uk/2
025/11/02/the-button-girl-animatic/

Storyboard & Beat Sheet animatic

StoryLander



In Button Village, 
everyone is sewn to 
the perfect size.

Environment & Background designs

House of the ButtonGirl Outside of the House House of  Other Villagers


